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Mr. Elliot shows that for more than a decade before the war the 
House of Commons was declining in authority and reputation , and 
one of several reasons for the interest that his book will have for 
students of political science all over the English-speaking world is 
the author's analysis of the causes of this decline. He was a mem- 
ber of the House of Commons in the eighties when its prestige still 
stood high — a fact which adds much to the value of his examination 
of the influences, factors and conditions which have contributed to 
its decline. 

Edward Porritt. 

Hartford, Connecticut. 

Punishment and Reformation. By Frederick Howard 
Wines. Revised and enlarged by Winthrop D. Lane. New 
York, Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1919. — 463 pp. 

Three specific points are raised in the mind of the reviewer of Mr. 
Lane's revision of Dr. Wines' scholarly and valuable work which ap- 
peared originally in 1895 and again in a second edition in 1910. 
These are the method of revision, the inadequacy of the material 
omitted in the revision and the merit of the new material added. 

As to the first, the reader who had never seen the original or the 
1 910 edition would assume that Mr. Lane's revision began with the 
indicated break on page 249. In fact, however, twenty solid pages 
of the original edition are omitted at the end of the second paragraph 
on page 240 and two pages at the end of the first paragraph on page 
247 — and this without any indication of the omission. Such an edi- 
torial method creates a real prejudice, because it unfairly represents 
the point of view of the author and misleads the reader. 

Turning to the second point, we read in the preface which Mr. 
Lane has written that what he calls the " Procrustean method" has 
been followed, that whatever the signal advances made in criminology 
since 1910 have rendered unessential or out of date has been omitted 
from the original " in chunks," and the " Ossa of new material " piled 
upon the " Pelion of old." It is a question how far Mr. Lane's 
method of revision is applicable to such a work as that of Dr. Wines. 
To omit solid portions and chapters of this book is to deprive the 
reader to some extent of the mature wisdom and scholarly conclusions 
of a distinguished advocate of prison reform. That Dr. Wines re- 
flected the most enlightened sentiment of his day, that he stood in the 
foreground of the prophets of a new era in prison management, is the 
testimony of all who knew him and his writings. Yet his analysis and 
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interpretation have been unduly abbreviated in favor of more " up-to- 
date " material. The reviser's attempt to span the past and present 
mars the original work. 

With regard to the third point, in the 214 pages of supplementary 
material which Mr. Lane has added to the text he presents a valuable 
perspective of the developments in prison reform during the last ten 
years* His summary of the epoch-making study of the English con- 
vict, which was published under that title as a British blue book in 
1913, is especially informing and indicates clearly the indebtedness of 
modem criminology to this painstaking investigation, directed by Dr. 
Charles Goring of the Parkhurst prison, whose death less than a year 
ago removed a notable figure from the movement for prison reform. 
The two chapters on " The Study of the Individual Delinquent " and 
" Treatment " are quite the best of Mr. Lane's additions. They re- 
veal clear and concise thinking on these two phases of modern crim- 
inology and should help to direct students and prison officials to the 
more scientific and detailed treatises on these subjects. The chapter 
entitled " Inmate Self-Government " is the least convincing. As a 
discussion of the subject it is inadequate both as a historical statement 
and as a picture of contemporary conditions. One cannot help feel- 
ing that the title Punishment and Reformation is somewhat inaccurate 
for Mr. Lane's additions. Between the old penology and the new 
there is a deep cleavage. The word " punishment" as a descriptive 
term is passing rapidly from penal terminology ; and prevention will 
ultimately lessen the need for cure. As representative of the develop- 
ment of the last decade Mr. Lane's supplementary material might 
more properly appear under the title Treatment and Prevention. 

Spencer Miller, Jr. 

Columbia University. 



